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CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 0 1 PARIS 11815 301607 Z 

46 

ACTION EUR-25 

INFO OCT-01 EA-11 NEA-10 ADP-00 SS-15 NSC-10 CIAE-00 

DODE-OO INR-10 NSAE-00 PA-03 RSC-01 USIA-12 PRS-01 

RSR-01 /100 W 

067936 

R 301527 Z APR 73 
FM AMEMBASSY PARIS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9661 
INFO AMEMBASSY AMMAN 
AMEMBASSY PHNOM PENH 
AMEMBASSY SAIGON 
AMEMBASSY VIENTIANE 

CONFIDENTIAL PARIS 11815 

E. O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, FR, VS 

SUBJ: FRENCH AMBASSADOR DESIGNATE TO GVN 

1. WE HAVE LEARNED THAT JEAN- MARIE MERILLON, WHO HAS 
BEEN AMBASSADOR TO AMMAN SINCE 1968, HAS BEEN SELECTED 
AS FRENCH AMBASSADOR TO SAIGON. WE UNDERSTAND THAT 
MERILLON IS A COMPETENT, EFFECTIVE AMBASSADOR, AND 
FRENCH CONTACTS CONSIDER THAT HE WILL PLAY A USEFUL 
ROLE IN GVN. THIS APPOINTMENT FOLLOWS PATTERN ( ALSO 
NOTED IN LAOS AND CAMBODIA) OF SELECTING PERSONS OUTSIDE 
THE ASIAN FIELD OF SPECIALIZATION FOR INDOCHINA ASSIGN- 
MENTS. 

2. BIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION FOLLOWS BY AIRGRAM. 

IRWIN 



CONFIDENTIAL 
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